WHY THE ?LOOD AND ?UTS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT?

In an interview, David Pawson (a famous Bible teacher) was asked:
"How can a God of love allow natural disasters and bad thinqs to happen?”

He replied, 'What made you think God is a God of love? belore explaininq God is a God of
love, but also a God of holiness and justice, whose love for us is so pure that he cannot stand sin.

This is the context for this session - GOD IS HOLY. How would you answer someone who asks
how a |ovinq God can allow suﬂerinq and ki||inq, in the Old Testament?

GOD IS HOLY

Read Isaiah 6.3 and Revelation 4.8. What are the anqels saying about the Lord..?

NEW AND OLD TESTAMENT HOLINESS IN CONTEXT

The law and 10 Commandments given to Moses in the Bible are a covenant - with 613 rules
and requlations about the way to live right before God. God was holy and the only way to be
made and stay right with him was by obeyinq these rules. There were consequences for obey-
inqg and disobeying God's rules (see Deuteronomy 28 for example).

The people of Israel were a chosen people. God covenanted to be their God and do many
things for them. In return they had to be righteous (live right) before him. Leviticus 11:45 says, 'l
am the LORD who brought you up out of Eqypt to be your God; therefore be holy, because I am
holy." This still stands for us today. God is not looking for qood people, but a holy people, purified
by God, throwinq off evil. Todqy, only thlouqh Jesus are we made tiqht with God - 1 Peter 3.18

So, why do we need to be holy? Check out Mark 7.21-22 and 13 evils in the human heart

READ: Romans 6.23 - Romans 12.1-2 - Hebrews 12.1-2 - and 1 Peter 2.24



ISRAEL, EGYPT AND PHARAOH

QUESTION - There were 10 plaques that came over Eqypt. Can you list them? Did you know
that each plaque was sent by God in order to attack a particulat qod of the Eqyptians? For
example, there were qods of the Nile, a ltoq-like qod, a fettility qod, a qod of the crops etc.
God was quite specific. POINT - God does everything for a purpose.

QUESTION - Did God harden Pharaoh's heart? READ - Flick throuqh the plaques starting in
Exodus 7. QUESTION - How many times does God harden Pharaoh's heart? QUESTION - How
many times does Pharaoh harden his own heart?

POINT - God gives people free will, but there is a point at which people become so evil, they
can step beyond the grace of God and they're given over to their evil desires and God will
brinq about justice one way or another. SEE Romans 1.18-32.

The Eqyptians were destroyed in the Red Sea after Israel had crossed, demonstratinq God's hand
at work. Repeated, deliberate disobedience and rejection of God cost Pharaoh and Eqypt dearly.

SODOM AND GOMORRAH

A clear time when people rejected God on such a reqular basis and way that God brought
judgement on them. They had heard the message about God, and had rejected it over a long
time. READ - Isaiah 3.9 and Ezekiel 16.49 - showing they were ptoud of their sin. They were
also sexually perverted (Jude 7 and Gen 19.5) They committed crimes aqainst God (Gen 13.13)
and people (Gen 18.20). God heard the cries (Gen 18.21). God would've spared them for a few
righteous people - but only Lot and his family could be found (Gen 18). Sodom and Gomorrah
were destroyed - Gen 19.24 and on. Note that an innocent man was spared - Lot.
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THE DESTRUCTION OF THE AMALEKITES - 1 Samuel 15

READ 1 Samuel 15.2-9

1. The Amalekites had attacked the helpless Israelite stmqqlets on their way from Eqypt.
when they were weary and worn out. READ Deuteronomy 25.17-19.

2. Before the attack, what does Saul go and say to the Kenites? (verse 6)

So, the Kenites are given a chance to get out - this would have served as notice to the
Amalekites that somethinq was about to happen!

3. Some of the Amalekites |eqqed it, so not ALL were killed - see 1 Sam 27,30 and 1 Chr 4.43

4. We know that the Amalekites made God angry in 2 ways - they lailed to recognise God
and the destiny of his people told to them (repeatedly, over a period of at least 400 years)
- and they attacked the weak of Israel, qoing aqainst the law of war.

5. We know that the Amalekites continued to repeatedly oppress, terrorize, and vandalize Israel for
200-400 more years! Yet Amalekites were heely accepted as immigrants to Israel dutinq this Period.

THE DESTRUCTION OF THOSE IN THE LAND OF CANAAN -

QUESTION - What does Genesis 15.16 tell us about the destruction of the Amorites?

Truth is that God doesn't qgo on allowinq the wicked to own the land. Hrchaeoloqy has revealed
how wicked and evil the Amorites were - sexually transmitted diseases were common.

READ Deutetonomy 9.4-6 and summarise what it says:

In Deuteronomy and Leviticus we find many of the 613 rules and requlations God qave Istael.
Many of these rules may seem a little strange to us but they were there as the exact oppo-
site of what the people in Canaan were doing - God was warning his people away from doing
these evil things that God HATES...

1. Immorality (STI's, sexual deviance, perversions and widespread divorce and remarriage)
2. Injustice (the rich were getting richer, the poor getting poorer, the infitm were discarded)

3. Idolatry (Canaan full of astroloqy, occult, lertility cults, spiritism and pagan rituals)

concLusion

We need to be holy, to be obedient to God and know that we can help chanqe lives, cities, na-
tions through our prayers and faithful witness. God is just and holy. When Jesus became sin on

the Cross, God turned away. God's love is so holy and so great, that he cannot look on sin. That
is why we can now only come to God through accepting Jesus, by his blood shed on the Cross.



