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Rahab's Ark??

Surely you mean Noah's Ark..?

Nope, Rahab’s Ark is the title and that's what we mean!

Sit In The Ark

One idea if you have space is to do some kind of representation of an ‘ark’ in the room. For
example, you could mark out the floor with masking tape in the shape of the frame of an
ark. When everyone comes into the room, they have to sit inside of the boundaries of the
ark. You may well be more creative than this - we're describing an easy way, you may have
a more complex way!!

Bible Reading - Joshua 2.12-21

‘Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my family,
because | have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign that you will spare the lives
of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them - and
that you will save us from death.’

‘Our lives for your lives! the men assured her. ‘If you don't tell what we are doing, we
will treat you kindly and faithfully when the Lord gives us the land.’

So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was
part of the city wall. She said to them, ‘Go to the hills so that the pursuers will not find
you. Hide yourselves there for three days until they return, and then go on your way.’

Now the men had said to her, ‘This oath you made us swear will not be binding on us
unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window through
which you let us down, and unless you have brought your father and mother, your
brothers and all your family into your house. If any of them go outside your house into
the street, their blood will be on their own heads; we will not be responsible. As for
those who are in the house with you, their blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on
them. But if you tell what we are doing, we will be released from the oath you made us
swear.’

‘Agreed,’ she replied. ‘Let it be as you say.’

So she sent them away, and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window

Video

OK so here's the trailer from the Noah (2014) movie...

Direct Link - https://youtu.be/fdul 0cX3pWA (accessed April 2019).




Noah

See the promo flyer (final page of this PDF) - or click this link - to see how we replaced the
word ‘Noah' with the word ‘Nah!” for a laugh, when suggesting whether people should
watch the movie. In reality, we think there's a balance of good and bad in the movie. One
thing it does show accurately is the actual ark. The Ark dimensions given by God were
exactly the right shape and dimensions that are copied today by boat builders to make the
most secure kinds of boats. God knew what he was doing!!

In the Ark, everyone was safe. Outside of the Ark, people weren't safe. Was God doing evil
by killing all the people? No! For years, Noah had spoken to the people telling them to stop
doing wrong and to turn back to God. But instead they were totally evil in thought and
deed all the time!

So that's Noah. But what about Rahab? Who was she and what's she got to do with an Ark
anyway?!! Read on...

Running Game

If you've got space, play the game where you have two ‘ends’ of the room marked with a
white line or some kind of clear marking. You have ‘runners’ and ‘catchers’ in the game.
The runners all start behind the same white line at one end of the room and have to run to
the other end of the room without being touched by one of the catchers. The catchers stay
in the middle of the room and have to touch the runners. If a runner is touched, they
become another ‘catcher’. What happens is that gradually more and more people become
catchers. The last runner is the winner. You'll need to monitor things closely to keep
everyone safe and keep everyone honest in whether they were touched or not !!

1. Stay In The Ark

Let's go back and read some other verses in the Old Testament In Genesis 6.17-18 we read
some of the story of Noah and about why he built the ark.

| am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens,
every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. But | will

establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark - you and your sons and
your wife and your sons’ wives with you

When we read the story of Rahab in Joshua, we find that the spies who Rahab hid said this
to her (in verse 19):

If any of them go outside your house into the street, their blood will be on their own

heads; we will not be responsible.

Back in Genesis 7 and verse 4 we read something that seems very harsh but isn't when
you know how evil the world had become and the fact that God was having to destroy his
own handiwork and creation. And let's be grateful that God no longer deals with us in this
same way! God said to Noah:

“Seven days from now | will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and |

will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature | have made.”



So in the case of Noah, God told him that he would be safe inside the Ark. We know that
this is a picture of Jesus - only those who are ‘in Christ’ (says yes to Jesus) will be safe and
will live life in eternity - just as only Noah and those in the Ark ‘crossed over’ into a new
world. In the same way, Rahab was told that only those who were in her house (herself
and family) would be saved from the destruction that would come on her city, Jericho
because of their evil.

2. God's Judgement

Something people don't like to talk about is God's judgement. But if you were to commit a
crime, you would expect there to be a punishment or a consequence. If God is just and
good and holy, this doesn’t mean he’s like a fluffy Easter bunny. It means that he will see
that justice is done. Where there is sin there is a consequence without someone coming
along to pay the price. In the Bible we see that only Jesus paid the price so only Jesus can
make things right with God. Therefore if you don't know Jesus you can't be made right with
God, God still sees your sin and one day sin will be punished.

The Bible calls this hell. We see an example of this FIRST of all Genesis with Noah and in
Joshua with Rahab...

Genesis 7.23 - Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; people and

animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds were wiped from
the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.

In Joshua 6.21-25 we read about the people of Israel in Jericho after the walls fell down:

They devoted the city to the Lord and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it -
men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys. Joshua said to the two
men who had spied out the land, ‘Go into the prostitute’s house and bring her out and
all who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to her.” So the young men who had
done the spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and mother, her brothers

and sisters and all who belonged to her. They brought out her entire family and put
them in a place outside the camp of Israel. Then they burned the whole city and
everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into
the treasury of the Lord's house. But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her
family and all who belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies
to Jericho - and she lives among the Israelites to this day.

Again, we find that those who were not in the Ark (or in Rahab’s house) were destroyed.
The lesson for us is that those who don't know Jesus will be destroyed - people debate
what this means exactly - but it does mean a place called hell.

But those inside the Ark and inside Rahab’s house escaped all of God's judgement because
they were covered. They were inside the boundaries that God had made for their own
protection. The thing about God is that he doesn’t make us do anything - he draws us to
him and wants to help us be made right. But we have the choice whether to say yes or no.

Jericho was a city that man had built and the walls fell down. This is a lesson to us that
there is nothing that we can do to make things right with God. No human effort will do. We
only get made right to God and restored through Jesus.



3. Covered by the Blood

In Joshua 2 and the story of Rahab, we see one other thing. It's a very small thing but it's
amazingly important. It's also a lesson to do the smallest thing that God asks us to - even if
it seems pointless. If God tells us to do something, we should do it!

Joshua 2.18 and 2.21 - “...when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the

window through which you let us down... So she sent them away, and they departed.
And she tied the scarlet cord in the window.”

So Rahab did one simple thing - she tied a scarlet cord (or rope) in her window. Not much
hey. But let's take a quick look at when the people of Israel escaped from Egypt and
something that's now celebrated called ‘Passover'...

Exodus 12.7 and 12.23 - “Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the
sides and tops of the door-frames of the houses where they eat the lambs... When the
Lord goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the
top and sides of the door-frame and will pass over that doorway, and he will not
permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down.”

So Rahab was also spared because of the scarlet cord in her window. Scarlet is a type of
red colour. The Israelites in Egypt escaped the angel of death when they had blood on
their door frames. Do you see how these are similar? Again these are representations of
Jesus.

We know from Hebrews 10.4 that the blood of animals can't make us right with God (nor
can having a scarlet cord in our window!!) But we also know from Hebrews 9.22 that we
cannot be forgiven (made right with God) without blood being shed. So what God did is
sent Jesus and because he was perfect, he was legally able to pay the price for our sin and
wrongs and make a way back to God. But we have to accept his sacrifice and believe in
Jesus.

Romans 3.25 says, “God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement (being made right
with God), through the shedding of his blood - to be received by faith.”

Romans 5.9 says, " Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more
shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him”

Ephesians 2.13 says, “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been
brought near by the blood of Christ.”

These verses show us that the way to be made right with God is through the blood of Jesus.

So how can we respond today?
1. We can say yes to Jesus and ask him into our life.

2. We can say sorry to Jesus if we have done things wrong that we know about.

3. Or we can tell him that we're thankful for what he’s done and maybe tell him we want to
really do amazing things for him.



Finally a Video for a Response
“God’s Free Gift To You” - Direct Link - http://youtu.be/W04IM 1jFQJ4

THE END OF THE WORLD... IS JUST THE BEGINNING

COMING SOON
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